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which the authors seek to cover in a small sized book of some 250 pages. In
general this book is undistinguished from a number of others now available
for those of the public who wish to be informed on these matters. Certain
subjects which these authors discuss show that they lack familiarity with
the writings of many leaders in obstetrics in the English-speaking world.
I refer to those portions of the book which deal with the psychological
aspects of childbirth, the preparing of women for childbirth, and rooming-in
hospitalization for mother and infant. This is revealed in their comments
upon what is termed by them as "The Read Method," and the statement
that, "For the average woman, who will have some help in leaving the
hospital, who is not unduly fearful of her ability to take care of an infant,
rooming-in serves little purpose."
The Introduction informs that, "The book actually represents a compila-
tion of answers to the questions that women ask, day after day." The
limited index which is appended is not going to be of much help to the
questing woman.
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MEDICAL EFFECTS OF THE ATOMIC BOMB IN JAPAN. Ashley W.
Oughterson and Shields Warren, Eds. (National Nuclear Energy Series,
Manhattan Project Technical Section, Division VIII, Vol. 8.) New York,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 1956. 477 pp. $8.00.
This volume contributes to medical knowledge with useful facts for many
purposes, including realistic planning for national defense and guide lines
for additional exploration of effects of damaging radiation on living organ-
sms. Conceived and planned as a factual, well-illustrated (photographically
and statistically) source of clinical, scientific information-far fromi a "bed-
time story"-this treatise accomplishes the objective of the well-known
authors in giving a constructive report on one group of experience dealing
with casualty effects of atomic weapons. This is in line with the ideas of the
Atomic Energy Commission and of the National Nuclear Energy Series
which was designed to provide a comprehensive source of nuclear data.
Divided into seven chapters and six supporting appendices, this volume
deals with medical investigation, scope of damage and the effects on medical
care and resources, number and types of casualties, clinical observations in
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, hematology and pathology of atomic bomb in-
juries. Reference is made to the cause of injuries-blast, heat, and ionizing
radiation; case histories are analyzed, and a statistical survey is made of
9,292 casualties who were living twenty days after the explosions which
resulted in mechanical, thermal, and radiation injuries, usually in various
combinations. Here are presented problems of a medical nature not hitherto
encountered.
"After the flash came the blast. A high-pressure shock wave flattened
dwellings, and hurled people to the ground.... Some people neither saw
the flash nor heard the explosion, and their first knowledge of it came when
they were thrown down or when walls and ceilings fell.... The inadequacy
of medical care following the explosions was due only partly to the pre-
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vailing chaotic conditions.... The absence of major epidemics ... appears
surprising in view of the conditions making for a low level of public health."
Some of the problems being investigated will require years or generations
for their final solutions.
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BIOCHEMISTRY OF THE DEVELOPING NERVOUS SYSTEM. Proceedings of
the First International Neurochemical Symposium, held at Magdalen Col-
lege, Oxford, July 13-17, 1954. Heinrich Waelsch, Ed. Academic Press,
New York, 1955. 537 pp. $11.50.
In the past decade interest in the chemistry of the nervous system has
been intensified as the enormous possibilities in this field have become ap-
preciated. In recent years several books have been published dealing with
the chemistry of the brain, some of them new editions of earlier publica-
tions. Large numbers of neurochemical investigations are scattered through
the scientific journals concerned with biochemistry, pharmacology, physi-
ology, experimental zoology, anatomy, and neurology, and in the current
year a new journal devoted entirely to neurochemistry has been established.
American workers have organized three symposia on the subject, and the
proceedings of the first have been published.
The people working in this field have felt the need to meet together not
only for exchange of views and information but especially to express their
point of view which is so aptly put in their preface by the editors of the
book here reviewed: "We agreed also that from the start it would be well
to consider the brain as a biological entity in all its complexity of morphol-
ogy and function, rather than as a homogenate, or an engineering problem."
This multidisciplinary approach was thoroughly carried out in the first
International Symposium on Neurochemistry held at Oxford in 1954 and
published in this volume. The book is divided into six sections: 1. Morpho-
logical and functional ontogeny of the central nervous system; 2. chemical
composition of the developing nervous system; 3. dynamic biochemistry of
the developing nervous system; 4. enzymatic differentiation in relation to
function; 5. cellular chemistry, and 6. intrinsic and extrinsic factors in the
development of the nervous system. As forty-four papers are included, to-
gether with the record of discussion that followed each, it is impossible to
comment on all of them in the short space of this review. The book opens
with an admirably concise and compact survey of the early development of
the nervous system by J. D. Boyd, who points out several of the problems
in the embryology of the CNS which badly need the attention of professional
chemists. Essentially the same topics are further elaborated by Viktor
Hamburger in a stimulating discussion on experimental neuroembryology,
and a chapter by R. W. Sperry dealing with nerve specificity in local
cutaneous sign was sufficiently provocative to make several of those par-
ticipating in the discussion acutely unhappy. Among the more strictly chem-
ical papers, those by Folch-Pi on quantitative changes in lipid and protein
during development and by D. Richter on the metabolism of the developing
brain are outstanding.
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